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from appointing an additional judge, now authorized 
by the law creatiillg this court, for the reason that I did 
not believe it was necessary to do so. 

The act which provides for an increase in the num
ber of judges in this court for certain increases in the 
population of the city of Philadelphia still remains 
upon our statute books, the Legislature having made no 
change in this provision of the law. Therefore, unde.r 
this existing law, an additional judge will have to be 
elected at the coming municipal election. 

The present act is presumed to clarify the law, and 
to assure the legal nomination and election of such a 
judge. It does not provide for any increase in salary 
nor for any change in the power or authority of the. 
court, and I am approvirg it for the reason that jf 
an additional judge is to be nominated and elected, 
the.re should be no doubt as to the legality of his ten
llrf'. Otherwise, great confusion might result. 

No. 421:!. 

AN ACT 

WM. C. SPROUT ... 

To designate the several judicial districts of the Commonwealth 
as required by the Constitution, and to provide for the election 
and commissioning of judges, learned in the law, for the said 
rlistricts. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the judicial dis
tricts of the Commonwealth shall be numbered, com
posed, designated, and shall each have the number of 
judges, n3spectively, 1as 'follows: 

The first district shall be composed of the city and 
county of Philadelphia, and shall have fifteen judges, 
learned in the law, in the common pleas, and five judg
es, learned in the law, in the orphans' court, and such 
judges of the municipal court as now or may hereafter 
be provided by law. 

The second district, of the county of Lancaster, and 
shall have two judges, learned in the law, in the com
mon pleas, and one judge, learned in the law, in the or
phans' court. 

The third district, of the county of Northampton, 
and shall have three judges, learned in the law, in the 
common pleas. 

The fourth district, of the county of Tioga, and shall 
have one judge, learned in the law. 

The fifth district, of the county of Allegheny, and 
shall have fourteen judges, learned in the law, in the 
common pleas, and three judges, learned in the law, in 
the orphans' court, and such judges of the county court 
as now or may hereafter be provided by law. 
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The sixth district, of the county of Erie, and shall 
have two judges, learned in the law, in the common 
pleas, and one judge, learned in the law, in the orphans' 
court. 

The seventh district, of the county of Bucks, and 
shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The eighth district, of the county of Northumberland, 
and shall have two judges, learned in the law. 

The ninth district, of the county of Cumberland, and 
shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The tenth district, of the county of Westmoreland, 
and shall have three judges, learned in the law, in the 
common pleas, and one judge, learned in the law, in 
the orphans' court. 

The eleventh district, of the county of Luzerne, and 
shall have five judges, learned in the law, in the com
mon pleas, and one judge, learned in the law, in the 
orphans' court. 

The tw ilfth district, of the county of Dauphin, and 
shall have three judges, learned in the law. 

The thirteenth district, of the county of Greene, and 
shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The fourteenth district, of the county of Fayette, and 
shall have two judges, learned in the law, and one 
judge, learned in the law, in the orphans' court. 

The fifteenth district, of the county of Chester, and 
shall have t'vo judges, le<trned in the law. 

The sixteenth district, of the county of Somerset, 
and shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The seventeenth district, of the counties of Union and 
Snyder, and shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The eighteenth district, of the county of Clarion, and 
shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The nineteenth district, of the county of York, and 
shall have two judges, learned in the law. 

Tlie twentieth district, of the countie.s of Hunting
don, Bedford, and Mifflin, and shall have one judge, 
learned in the law. 

The twenty-first district, of the county of Schuylkiil, 
and shall have three judges, learned in the law, in the 
common pleas, and one judge, learned in the law, in 
the orphans' court. 

The twenty-second district, of the county of Wayne, 
and shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The twenty-third district, of the county of Berks, 
and shall have two ]udges, learned in the law, in the 
common pleas, and one judge, learned in the law, in the 
orphans' court. 

The twenty-fourth district, of the county of Blair, 
and shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The twenty- fifth district, of the counties of Cameron, 
Clinton, ~nd Elk, and shall have one judge, learned in 
the law. 
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The twenty-sixth district, of the county of Columbia, 
and shall have one judge, learned in the law. The 
county of Montour shall be attached to this district. 

The twenty-seventh district, of the county of Wash
ington, and shall have two judges, learned in the law, 
in the common pleas, and one judge, learned in the law, 
in the orphans' court. 

The twenty-eighth district, of the county of Venango, 
and shall have one judge, learned in the law, 

The twenty-ninth district, of the county of Lycoming, 
and shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The thirtieth district, of the .county of Crawford, and 
sha '\ have one judge, learned in the law. 

'l'ne thirty-first district, of the county of Lehigh, and 
shall have two judges, learned in the law. 

The thircy-second district, of the county of Delaware, 
and shall have two judges, learned in the law, in the 
common pleas, and one judge, learned in the law, in 
the orphans' court. 

The thirty-third district, of the county of Arm
strong, and shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The thirty-fourth district, of the county of Susque
hanna, and shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The thirty-fifth district, of the county of Mercer, and 
shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The thirty-sixth district, of the county of Beaver, 
and shall have two judges, learned in the law. 

The thirty-seventh district, of the county of Warren, 
and shall have one judge, learned in the law. The 
county of Forest shall be attached to this district. 

The thirty-eighth district, of the county of Mont
gomery, and shall l;lave two judges, learned in the law, 
in the common pleas, and one judge, le~rned in the law, 
in the orphans' court. · 

The thirty-ninth district, of the county of Franklin, 
and shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The fortieth district, of the county of Indiana, and 
shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The forty-first district, of the counties of Juniata 
and Perry, and shall have one judge, learned in the 
law. 

The forty-second district, of the county of Bradford, 
and shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The forty-third district, of the counties of Monroe 
and Pike, and shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The forty-fourth district, of the counties of Wyo
ming and Sullivan, and shall have one judge, learned 
in the law. 

The forty-fifth district, of the county of Lackawanna, 
and shall have three judges, learned in the law, in the 
common pleas, and one judge, learned in the law, in 
the orphans' court. 

!.'wen ty-slxth 
district. 
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The forty-sixth district, of the county of Clearfield, 
and shall have one j"cdge, learned in the law. 

The forty-seventh district, of the county of Cambria. 
and shall have two judges, learned in the law, and one 
judge, learned in the law, in the orphans' court. 

The forty-eighth district, of the county of McKean, 
and shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The forty-ninth district, of the county of Centre, and 
shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The fiftieth district, of the county of Butler, and 
shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The fifty-first distI'ict, of the counties of A.dams and 
Fulton, and shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The fifty-second district, of the county of Lebanon, 
and shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The fifty-third district, of the county of Lawrence, 
and shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The fifty-fourth district, of the county of Jefferson, 
and shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The fifty-fifth district, of the county of Potter, and 
shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

The fifty-sixth district, of the county of Carbon, and 
shall have one judge, learned in the law. 

And in all cases where a county is or shall be attach
ed to a contiguous district, the qualified voters of said 
county shall be entitled to vote for the judge or judges. 

Section 2. The nomination of judges which the qual
ified electors of any county are entitled to elect of 
themselves, unconnected with any other county or dis· 
trict, shall be made, held, and conducted, and the re
turns of votes cast at primary elections for the nomi
nation of such judges shall be made, computed, can
vassed, and certified, as now or may be. hereafter pro
vided by law. 

Section 3. Returns of votes cast in all such coun
ties at the municipal elections for all judges shall be 
made out by the prothonotary of the court of common 
pleas of such county, under direction of said court or of 
the judge or person or persons authorized by law to re
ceive and compute returns in such counties, at its, his, 
or their meeting to receive and compute the returns of 
the preceding municipal election. Such returns shall 
be properly attested by the seal of said court. One of 
such returns shall be filed and entered in the office of 
the prothonotary of such court. Another of such re
turns such prothonotary shall enclose in a sealed en
velope, and direct and immediately mail to the Secre
tary of the Commonwealth. It shall also be the duty 
of the prothonotary to deliver a copy of such return to 
each person elected judge at such municipal election. 

Section 4. In case of the election of a judge or judg
es in any judicial district composed of two or more 
counties, or of a single county to which one or more 
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counties is or are attached, as provided 1by this act, on 
the day of the sitting of the court or of the judge, per
son or persons authorized by law to receive and com
pute returns in each of such counties, the prothonotary 
of the court of common pleas shall open, and, in its, 
his, or their presence, shall make out a return of all 
votes cast at the preceding municipal election, within 
each county, for every person voted for as judge. 
Such return shall be properly attested by the seal of 
said court. The court or judge or person or persons 
receiving and computing returns shall thereupon 
appoint one of the judges of election in said county to 
take charge of such return and produce the same at a 
meeting of the judges so appointed in each of the coun
ties comprising said district. 

Section 5. In all judicial districts composed of 
two of more counties, the county commissioners of each 
county shall appoint one of the judges of elections of 
such county to take charge of the returns of all votes 
cast at any primary election in said county for any 
candidate or candidates for the nomination of judge 
of the courts of said district. 

Section 6. In all judicial districts composed of two 
or more counties, the persons appointed as return judg
es to compute the vote cast at any municipal or pri
mary election for any judges of the courts of such dis
tricts shall meet and cast up the several returns of the 
counties composing the district on the Tuesday next 
following the day on which the official computation of 
the county returns in all of such counties shall have 
been complet€'d. Such meetings shall be held at the 
courthouse of one of filte counties, taking said ·counties 
alternately in alphabetical order. 

Section 7. The return judges, having met and cast 
up the votes of their respective districts, shall execute, 
under their hands .and seals, a general and true return 
of the whole district, which, in case such return is of 
a municipal election, shall be deposited with the pro
thonotary of the county wherein the return is executed, 
or, in case the return is of a primary election, with the 
county commissioners of such county. Immediately 
upon the receipt of such return, the prothonotary or 
county commissioners, as the case may be, shall make 
copies of such return, and shall transmit one copy 
thereof, properly certified, to the Secretary of the Com
monwealth, and the other copy or copies, also certified, 
to the person or persons receiving the highest number 
of votes cast at the preceding municipal or primary 
election for the office or offices for which the election 
was held or the nominations were made in the district. 

Section 8. Every return judge shall receive, out· of 
the treasury of his proper county, the sum of ten dol
lars for each day actually employed in computing such 

1167 

Duty of 
prothonotnry. 

Judges ot 
election. 

Meetings of 
return ju1lges. 

Copies of 
general r<:turn. 

Compensation of. 
return judges. 



1168 

Electloa ot 
Judges. 

President Judge. 

Additional 
lttw Judges. 

ru case of 
ilivision or trans~ 
fer of districts. 

Additional law 
or orphans' 
court judge 
created by thla 
set. 

Acts repealed. 

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

vote, and, in addition thereto, shall receive ten cents 
for every mile necessarily traveled in going to and from 
the place of meeting. 

Section 9. · In all jcdicial districts, at the municipal 
election next preceding the expiration of the term of 
any judge now or hereafter commissioned, the qualified 
electors of any county or counties composing such dis· 
trict shall elect a successor to such judge to serve as 
provided by la,w. 

Section 10. In all districts in which, by the pro· 
visions of this act, two or more judges are provided, 
one of said judges shall be the president judge of said 
district, and the other or others shall be the additional 
law judge or judges thereof. The judge of said dis· 
tricts whose commission shall first expire shall be the 
president judge thereof, except when the president 
judi:re has been or shall be reelected, in which case he 
shall continue to be president judgt'. The said addi
tional law jndge or judges shall possess the same quali· 
fications which are required by the Constitution and 
laws for the president judge of said district, and shall 
hold hiis or their office for a like term and by the same 
tenure, and shall have the same powers, authority, and 
jncisdiction, and shall be sulbject to 1the same duties, 
restrictions, and penalties, as the president judge of 
said district. 

Section 11. In all ca.Res where, by the provisions 
of this act, a district heretofore consisting of more than 
one county is divided into two or more districts, and 
in all cases in which counties are transferred from one 
district to another, the judge now in office shall con
tinue to serve until the expiration of' his term of office 
as judge of the district which, by this act, is given the 
same number as that of the district in which the said 
judge has heretofore served. At the municipal elec
tion next preceding the expiration of the term of office 
of any such judge, the electors of the county or counties 
composing such district sh.all elect a judge to serve as 
provided by law. 

Section 12. In all districts in . which the office of 
additional law judge or the office of orphans' court 
judge is created by the provisions of this act, the Gov
ernor shall appoint a person, learned in the law and 
otherwise legally qualified, and commission him as ad
ditional law judge or orphans' court judge of such dis
trict, as the case may be, to serve until the first Monday 
of January, one thousand nine hundred and twenty· 
two. 

Section 13. The act, approved the eighteenth day 
of July, one thousand nine hundred and one (Pamphlet 
Laws, six hundred sixty·nine), entitled "An act to des
ignate the several judicial districts of the Common
wealth as required by the Constitution, and to provide 



SESSION OF 1921. 

for the election, appointment, and commissioning of 
judges, learned in the law, for the said districts in 
cases where such judges are not provided for by exist-
ing law"; the act, approved the twenty-third day of 
May, one thousand nine hundred and one (Pamphlet 
Laws, two hundred ninety-two), entitled "An act to 
provide for an additional law judge of the several 
courts of the Eighth Judicial District"; the act, approv
ed the eleventh day of July, one thousand nine hundreil 
and one (Pamphlet Laws, six hundred fifty-five), en
titled "An act to provide for an additional law judge 
of the several courts of the Eleventh Judicial District"; 
the act, approved the twenty-eighth day of February, 
one thousand nine hundred and seven (Pamphlet Laws, 
four), entitled "An act to provide for an additional law 
judge of the seve .. al courts of the Thirty-second Jurli
cial District"; the act, approved the twenty-fourth day 
of March, one thousand nine hundred and eleven (Pam
phlet Laws, twenty-five), entitled "An act to provide 
for an additional law judge of the several courts of the 
Sixth Judicial District"; the act, approved the fourth 
day of April, one thousand nine hundred and thirteen 
(Pamphlet Laws, forty), entitled "An act to provide 
for an additional law judge of the several courts of the 
Forty-seventh Judicial District"; the act, approved the 
twenty-first day of July, one thousand nine hundred 
and thirteen (Pamphlet Laws, eight hundred seventy-
two), entitled "An act to provide for an additional law 
judge of the several courts of Eleventh Judicial Dis-

1169 

A.ct ot May 28, 
1001 (P. L. 292). 

Act of July 11, 
1901 (P. L. 651\). 

Act of February 
28, 1907 (P. L. 4). 

Act of March 24, 
1911 (P. I,. 25). 

Aot of April 4, 
1913 (P. L. 40). 

Act of July 21, 
1913 (P. L. i72). 
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Laws, four hundred ninety-eight), entitled "An act to 
amend section one of an act, entitled 'An act to desig-
nate the several judicial districts of the Common-
wealth as required by the Constitution, and to provide 
for the election, appointment, and commissioning of 
judges learned in the law for the said districts in cases 
where such judges are not provided for by existing law,' 
approved the eighteenth day of July, one thousand nine 
hundred and one, by designating the counties of Cam-
eron and Elk as the twenty-fifth district, and attach-
ing the county of Clinton to the fifty-fifth district"; 
the act, approved the twenty-fourth day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, 
ninety-five), entitled "An act to designate the several 
judicial districts of the Oommonwealth as required by 
the Constitution, and to provide for the election and 
commissioning of judges learned in the law for the said 
districts,"-are hereby repealed absolutely. The act, 
approved the twelfth day of June, one thousand nine 
hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, four hundred 
fifty-eight), entitled "An act fixing the time of meeting 
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of the return judges in the several congressional, sena
torial, representative, and judicial districts, composed 
of two or more counties or parts of tw:o or more coun
ties; prescribing the manner of making and certifying 
the consolidated returns; imposing certain duties on 
prothonotaries and county commissioners; and fixing 
the compensation of such return judges"; and the act, 
approved the twelfth day of June, one thousand nine 
hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, four hundred 
sixty), entitled "An act authorizing county commis
sioners to appoint return judges to cast up primary 
election returns in congressional, senatorial, and ju
dicial districts,''--are hereby repealed in so far as they 
relate to judicial districts. All other acts and parts 
of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act are 
hereby repealed. 

Notning w this act shall be construed to repeal any 
of the provisions of an act, approved the fifth day of 
May, one thousancl nine hundred and eleven, entitled 
"An act to establish a county court for the county of 
Allegheny, and prescribing its powers and duties; reg
ulating the procedure therein, and providing for the 
expenses thereof,'' or the amendments thereto; nor to 
repeal any of the provisions of an act, approved the 
twelfth day of July, one thousand nine hundred and 
thirteen, entitled "An act establishing a court for the 
county of Philadelphia; prescribing its jurisdiction and 
powers; providing for the service of its writs, process, 
or warrants by the proper officers of the county or city 
of Philadelphia; regulating the procedure therein, and 
appeals therefrom, and providing for the expenseP 
thereof," or the amendments thereto. 

APPROVED-The 25th day of May, A. D. 1921. 

No. 429. 

AN ACT 

WM. C. SPROUL. 

'I'o amen<l section two of the aet, approved the twenty-eighth day 
of March, one thousand eight hun<lred and ninety-five (Pam
phlet Laws, thirty), entitled "An act grunt:ng an annuity to 
\Villiam \V. Snowden, of Elizabeth, 'Allegheny County, Penn
sylvania, late a private in Company I, Fourteenth Regime:1t, 
National Guard of Pennsylvania." 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &ci., That section two, of an 
act, approved the twenty-eighth day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-five (Pamphlet 
Laws, thirty), entitled "An act granting an annuity 
to Willia1m W. Snowden, of Elizabeth, Allegheny 
County, Pennsylvania, late a private in Oompany I, 
Fourteenth Regiment, National Guard of Pennsyl
vania,'' which reads as follows:-
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